Excellence, Integrity, Innovation, Collaboration

September 20, 2021
RE: Swim Alberta Update: Chief Medical Officer of Health (CMOH) Clarifies Public Health Measures
for Youth Sport (Sept 20, 2021)
Hello Club Presidents and Head Coaches;
Late this afternoon, Dr. Hinshaw, CMOH, provided a statement on public health measures for youth
sports and recreation. The full statement can be found on the Government of Alberta Website:
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=798603772A116-01BD-DDF5-A2D07BC82A71BA28
The statement in full reads:
“Physical activity is critically important for the overall health and well-being of youth and is necessary to
daily living.
“That is why Alberta’s government decided against requiring proof of vaccination for youth under age 18
who are taking part in sport, recreation and performance activities.
“Some arenas and facilities serving both adult and youth populations have decided to take a one-sizefits-all approach to requiring proof of vaccination, eliminating options for unvaccinated youth under age
18 to take part in sport, recreation or performance activities.
“While nothing prohibits these organizations from doing so, I encourage organizations to allow all youth
under the age of 18 to participate in sport, recreation and performance activities, and focus on other
ways to reduce COVID risk in these settings.
“I also want to remind parents who may be hesitant to have their children vaccinated, that vaccines are
safe and I strongly support the immunization of all eligible Albertans, including those age 12 and up.”

Clubs should be aware, that Facilities may choose to take a stronger position on requirements than
Swim Alberta or the Government of Alberta, and in this case our club programs would need to follow
these facility requirements.
An updated Swim Alberta Requirements and Recommendations document will be circulated to all clubs
tomorrow and posted on the Swim Alberta website. In the meantime, if you have any questions,
please reach out to either Kevin Dennis or myself.
Kind regards,

Cheryl Humphrey
Executive Director, Swim Alberta
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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